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the Tumbez district of Northern Peru to Trinidad, and are
thought to exist along the inner arc just east of the Andes. The
oil-bearing region of Northern Peru extends across the Gulf
of Guayaquil into the Santa Elena district of Ecuador, but the
most productive fields are the Negritos, Lagunitas and Lobitos
in Peru. In this part of South America the petroleum is found
in recently elevated Tertiary rocks which, during the final uplift
of the Andes, were subjected to an extraordinary amount of
faulting. Thus the oil occurs irregularly, but has been preserved
in pockets through the sealing of the containing sands all round
by shales belonging to a different horizon.

The production of oil from the Peruvian fields increased
rapidly for a time, rising from under half a million tons in 1921
to about I-7 million tons in 1926 and to over 2 million tons in 1938,
but has since fallen somewhat; in 1938 the Ecuadorian field
produced some 300,000 tons. The exploitation of the deposits
in the whole region is facilitated by the proximity of the fields
to the sea, since they are all confined to a narrow band less than
20 miles in width which has been raised from the continental
shelf by block-faulting along the line of the shore. A large
refinery has been erected at Talara, at which place vessels are
loaded by means of pipes carried into the sea.

In Colombia petroleum has been discovered in the lowland
region near the mouths of the Sinu and the Magdalena, but the
most important field in that country so far developed is that of
Infantas, east of Barranca Bermeja on the middle Magdalena,
some 400 miles up the river. It appears that the output of this
district is likely to be much in excess of local requirements in
Colombia, so that a pipeline has been laid over the 350 miles that
separate Infantas from a point on the coast between Cartagena
and Lorica.1

The petroleum deposits of Venezuela, especially those round
Lake Maracaibo, are apparently extensive, and various large
American and British companies have started producing in the
country. In 1924 the Venezuelan fields produced 1-7 million
tons of petroleum, a quantity greater than that from any other
South American country In the same year. By 1946 the Vene-
zuelan output rose to more than 54 million tons.2 The principal
producing area so far is that of the Mene Basin, on the north-
east side of the Lake and connected by means of a pipeline with
the loading port of S. Lorenzo, where a refinery has been erected

1 The Colombian production was insignificant till 1926, when it leapt to
a million tons, increasing to 2| million tons in 1931-32 and to 3*2 in 1946.

2  Approximately 14 per cent, of the world's production.    Venezuela
jaow holds second place among petroleum-producing countries.